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1. General questions to GACC on implementation of labelling rules
KT XA a1 S B BARE AR S A LAY 0] 2R
a. The provisions related to information labelling on easy-to-open packages in GB7718-
2011 have been replicated in the SAMR Food Labelling Supervision and
Administration Measures (article 10)

R ARBZEEFRIVEMB KRR MITZEN) (GB7718-2011) HEXHZHABEERIN
BRETMHREEFMEEEINIE, EAERTHLEEEELR (RAGELE
EIIE) 810 FPEHMEARNME.

Could GACC confirm that Customs will recognize the exemption of mandatory information
labelling of easy-to-open/transparent packages, as foreseen in the SAMR Food Labelling
Supervision and Administration Measures (article 10)?
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According to the Food Safety Law of the People’s Republic of China, “imported food shall
comply with Chinese laws and regulations and national food safety standards,” and “food

safety supervision and administration departments of the people’s governments at or above
the county level shall conduct supervision and administration over imported food and food
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additives sold on the domestic market.” Imported food entering the domestic market
circulation shall comply with the supervision and administration requirements of the market
regulation authorities.

The Measures for the Supervision and Administration of Food Labeling provide that “the
labeling and identification of food and food additives produced and sold within the territory
of the People’s Republic of China, as well as their supervision and administration, shall be
governed by these Measures.” According to the relevant provisions of the Measures for the
Supervision and Administration of Food Labeling, “where the minimum sales unit contains
multiple independent packages or has multiple layers of packaging, if the mandatory labeling
information on the inner packaging can be easily opened and read from the outer packaging,
or can be clearly read through the outer packaging, it is not necessary to repeat the labeling
on the outer packaging.”

Imported prepackaged food sold within the territory of China shall comply with the above
provisions. Market regulation authorities provide interpretations of the relevant provisions of
the Measures for the Supervision and Administration of Food Labeling. For related questions,
inquiries may be directed at the policy-making authorities.

Could GACC confirm that the production date will only need to be provided on the bottle, and not on
an easy to open external package?
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The outer packaging that is easy to open, as the sales packaging, and its labeling content also
constitute part of the food label. If the English content on the outer box indicates the
mandatory labeling information required by the National Food Safety Standard for the
Labeling of Prepackaged Foods (GB 7718) and other relevant laws, regulations, and food
safety standards, the Chinese and foreign language versions shall correspond to each other on
a one-to-one basis.

Any other foreign languages or traditional Chinese characters visible on the label shall have
corresponding content in standard Chinese characters (except for trademarks, the name and
address of the producer of imported food, the name and address of overseas operators, and
website addresses).

2. GB7718-2025



a) Regarding the translation between foreign language and Chinese language for non-
mandatory information (e.g. marketing information: brand/chateau history) in the new
version of GB7718:

XT#hk GB7718 FIEsHIMER (WEHREE: M/ BEHE) HNIXERXERF:
e Could the translation of the non-mandatory information be provided in a
summarised manner the form of an additional supporting material (such as an
accompanying instruction manual) and/or digital labelling?
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It is recommended that the National Health Commission provides the official reply to this
question. The following is for reference only. According to the Q&A of the National Food
Safety Standard — General Standard for the Labeling of Prepackaged Foods (GB 7718-
2025), non-mandatory information shall have corresponding content. Such correspondence
does not require full translation, but the main content or meaning of the foreign-language
label shall be indicated.

For non-mandatory information, a Chinese summary may be used to describe the foreign-
language content, such as: “The foreign-language label of this product also includes brand
information, trademark-related information, etc.” Foreign-language text that is covered by
means such as affixed labels does not need to be translated.

In addition, “supplementary materials (such as enclosed instructions) and/or digital labels,”
and the content thereon, all constitute label information.

b) The new version of GB7718 provides protection for the production lot number (lot code) of

imported alcoholic beverages when used instead of the production date.

#ThRk GB7718 s it O IXRLEEFEAL#S (HXRXRED) BEREFBE, FHxE£r~=4#
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e Inthe future, could the Customs increase its random inspection efforts to crack

down on acts of destroying or tampering with production lot numbers, considering
the fact that a batch number must not be affixed, overprinted or altered, according
to the Q&A on the National Food Safety Standard: General Rules for the Labelling of
Prepackaged Foods (GB7718-2025) (answer to Q50)
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According to Article 10.2 of GB 7718-2025, National Food Safety Standard — General
Standard for the Labeling of Prepackaged Foods, “provided that a batch number is indicated,
wine and alcoholic beverages with an alcohol content of 10% or above may be exempt from
indicating the production date.”

Article 50 of the GB 7718-2025 Q&A further clarifies that “under such circumstances, the
indicated batch number shall not be affixed, reprinted, or altered.”

e Can GACC confirm that replacing the production date with the lot code will not have
any impact on enterprises’ obtaining import health inspection certificates?
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According to the National Food Safety Standard — General Standard for the Labeling of
Prepackaged Foods (GB 7718-2025) and its Q&A, provided that a batch number is indicated,
wine and alcoholic beverages with an alcohol content of 10% or above may be exempt from
indicating the production date, shelf life, and expiration date. Compliance with these
requirements will not affect an enterprise’s obtaining of the Entry Goods Inspection and
Quarantine Certificate.

c) Given the long shelf-life of certain products, it is necessary that SAMR and the NHC confirm
that products produced prior to the entry into force of GB7718-2025 will be exempted from
the new rules and only need to comply with GB7718-2011, with the production date being
the reference in this case. Can GACC confirm that products produced prior to 16 March 2027
will only need to comply with GB7718-20117
ETREFGMNRRPIRK, BExTHLEEEELBNER EARRZERASHIA,
7£ GB7718-2025 ERAMBIEE WM, UHREETHINE, RFEFS GB7718-2011
MER, ERERTUEFBRASEIRE.
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It is recommended that the National Health Commission provide the official reply; the
following is for reference only: According to the response from the National Center
for Food Safety Risk Assessment, food produced before the implementation date of
the new standard may continue to be sold within its shelf life. For products produced
before the formal effective date of GB 7718-2025 (March 16, 2027), enterprises may
voluntarily choose to follow either the new standard or the previous standard.

d) The production date and the expiration date of the shelf life shall be marked in a form with
obvious contrast such as black characters on a white background to ensure clear readability.
Are any other contrasting colours allowed both for the production date/expiration date and
the background (other than black & white)?

£-RE. REPHHEE S NERERFENLARMEARE, RIEEWRE. &
FEH. REHEHHEERAESREE Y UEARERS ZINEMIILLERE?

% BUHTEELRREE (REGELEEEENE) B+ FHEXAE.

It is recommended that the State Administration for Market Regulation provide the
official reply regarding the relevant provisions of Article 12 of the Measures for the
Supervision and Administration of Food Labeling.

e) Do food flavourings or flavouring essences include natural flavours and fragrances?
RABRERRESEARATHRANER

% RER(RRREERFE RARFNFERTAE) (GB2760-2024) B2.1'RMAEHIE
RARARBERMERERHM,

According to the National Food Safety Standard — Standards for the Use of Food
Additives (GB 2760-2024) B.2.1, “food flavourings include both natural flavourings and
synthetic flavourings.”

f) Could the NHC confirm that cartoon drawings may be used to illustrate the natural flavours
and fragrances used in the product and for marketing purposes only?

BFERERZHIA, FTBEETATRERTSPEANKATRNER, BXIFEHE
A&’

g) Articles 4.3.4.2 and 4.3.4.3: The restriction on using the INS number of a food additive in the
ingredient labelling of a foodstuff, where the largest surface area of the packaging is greater
than 60 cm? runs counter to Codex Alimentarius provisions on general labelling practices?.
We request to maintain the flexibility for doing so.

1 CXS 1-1985, Section 4.2.3.3
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It is recommended that the National Health Commission provide the official reply. The
Food Safety Law stipulates that “for issues arising during the implementation of food safety
standards, the health administrative departments of people’s governments at or above the
county level shall, in coordination with relevant departments, provide timely guidance and

answers.”

h) Article 9, Digital Labelling:
BNEk, BFHRE
Paragraph 1 of the NHC & SAMR guidelines on digital labelling states that “other information
such as advertisements and marketing materials shall not be part of the digital label”. Could
NHC confirm that the voluntary provision of sustainability, nutritional and health information,
information on the product, as well as links to corporate/brand websites remain acceptable?
EREBEERZEASHNERTHEEEELRXTHFRENIERE —FEL: T &.
REFHMERAFEIEFHRENRNE.
BFEREERRZASHIA, BERMEXITRFEN. ERMERNER. FREX
8, RN/ BENGEEEFNTESDMERIGT?

i) Could NHC clarify under which conditions the date marking might differ from the prescribed
YYYY/MM/DD format, as suggested in Appendix A of GB 7718-2025?

BEREPEZPRAE, AWMLERT, BEFRETART GB 7718-2025 ffx A REINA
YYYY/MM/DD #&3¢7?

j)  Could GACC confirm that the Chinese label can be affixed at the origin as well as in bonded
warehouses before entering the Chinese market, as is the currently the case?

EBXEEWIA, PUREZR TR, BaEHATETHEERBRECEM
M, BMRFFHRIBUEARE?

ZFORE (HEORBREEEE) BXR, #HOKRRMA. HERBHN P XA LD
HaER/NEERE L, AEHM. MEERMXFETRE. PXRBBIERE. HHBAR

FEREN, NE#HO.



According to the Measures for the Administration of Import and Export Food Safety, the
Chinese label of imported health foods and special dietary foods must be printed on the
smallest sales packaging and shall not be affixed separately. Prepackaged foods without a
Chinese label or Chinese instructions, or whose labels or instructions do not comply with

these requirements, shall not be imported.

3. SAMR Food Labeling Supervision and Administration Measures
EXRTHEEEELR (RafRELEEEENZE)

a) Article 11: Could SAMR confirm that the required labelling items can be labelled either on

the front or back label in normal Chinese characters? This important in order to avoid
translation of the front labels, which are usually standardised across all export markets for
marketing, brand recognition purposes as well as to streamline labelling costs.
F1 % BERTHEEEELEHIA, EXRFRNIE TiRIEEERE. EER
FE, SAISERFAROTERER (RS B? X—RREE, RN EEREH
TEE——ETEHE. @MIANEN, BAEUARERA, FERSEMEE TS
B =R ELEY.

b) Article 13.2: In previous answers to the EU, SAMR confirmed that Chinese labels (i.e. labels
bearing mandatory information in Chinese) must comply with the provisions of previous text
regarding the minimum height and format of words. Could SAMR also confirm whether
information in other languages, such as that found on front labels common to all export
markets, is exempt from these requirements?

F132 % HAUNKRENEES, ERTHEEEELEWIA FXRE (HEE
HGRENMHE BRE) DA EIRIX T XFHR/) S B IE .
BFERMZEEEELRA—THIA, BEMESHINGEE (Flnd AmimE AN
FEREELR) 20 R TEFXLEER?

c) Article 17.1:
$F17.1%

In previous answers, SAMR confirmed that Article 8.3 of GB7718-2025 is the
reference when it comes to the labelling of the name, address and contact
information of the operator for imported prepackaged foods. This article states that
the name, address and contact information of the “importer/agent” (3 O &/ IER)
must appear on the label. Could GACC (or NHC) confirm that the name, address and
contact information of the “distributor” (£2%575) can be used on the label, as has
been the case until now, provided the distributor bears legal responsibility for food
safety in China?” For contractual reasons, a wine or spirits producer may not be
identified on the product label when the product has been sold to another party (the
operator), who is responsible for placing it on the market, and who remains able to
ensure full traceability if needed. In such cases, the operator assumes legal
responsibility and should therefore be allowed to appear on the label in place of the
producer, as permitted by GB7718-2025.
=171 %
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It is recommended that the State Administration for Market Regulation provide the official
reply; the following is for reference only: According to Article 8.3 of GB 7718-2025,
“imported prepackaged foods shall indicate the name, address, and contact information of the
importer/agent, as well as the registration number of the overseas manufacturer in China or
the registration number approved by the competent authority of the country or region of
origin. The producer and address of the imported food, and the name and address of the
foreign operator, may not need to be indicated.”

Furthermore, Article 49 of the Q&A states: “Imported prepackaged foods shall indicate the
name, address, and contact information of the importer or agent based on the actual party
assuming food safety legal responsibility within China. If the importer is the responsible
party, it shall be indicated with ‘importer’ as the lead term; if the agent is the responsible
party, it shall be indicated with ‘agent’ as the lead term.”

The operator and the producer are essentially different and cannot be used interchangeably.

4. Specific additional questions
a) For the English expression of "Imperial Special Supply", can the translation be exempted?

XTEFAFHNEX, E2EREPEFE’
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It is recommended that the National Health Commission provide the official reply; the
following is for reference only: According to Article 8.1.2 of GB 7718-2025, “any other
foreign language or traditional Chinese characters visible on the label shall correspond to the
standard Chinese characters (excluding trademarks, the producer and address of imported
food, the name and address of overseas operators, and website addresses),” as clearly
specified in the standard.

b) Food labels shall not be marked with: special supply, exclusive supply, "internal supply" for
party and government organs or the military, etc. Can "JD.com Exclusive Supply" and "Wal-
Mart Special Supply" be marked?

RMINATNEIE: Bt T AR EBNXIEENE, TERE mEETH’.
RIRIBHFR?

c) Itis not allowed to claim "no sucrose added", but can we claim "0 sucrose" or "0 lactose"
(supported by data, but not 0 sugar, containing other sugars)?

FREFERARNINERE, EE2ETFERO R0 AR (FEIEXE, B3It
EEHEME) °

% BWAIRELSE, WTXAES%: GB7718-2025 A&HE=+_&NE  Ufckaimg
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It is recommended that the National Health Commission provide the official reply; the
following is for reference only: Article 32 of the GB 7718-2025 Q&A stipulates that “when
the content of an ingredient or component in the final product is 0, terms such as ‘none’ or
‘not containing’ and their synonyms may be used to specially emphasize the corresponding
ingredient or component.”

When the National Food Safety Standard — General Standard for the Nutrition Labeling of
Prepackaged Foods (GB 28050) has specific provisions for claims regarding the content of
energy or certain nutrients, these provisions shall be followed. If the standard applicable to



the product sets a threshold requirement such as “contains no XX,” the product shall comply
with that specified requirement.

Il. Product standards & oenological practices/OIV/Codex Alimentarius

FRiESERESE / BREE5AEEAR (o) / REZERZRS (Codex

Alimentarius)

1. We would be grateful if the Chinese Government could share with us how China is considering
integrating the latest developments of the Codex Alimentarius General Standard on Food
additives re. wine products in the Chinese regulation?

EREBRAEREK(ERE EFEE~RNTE, RENNETE (ERERE
T AARAE) EITHEBRIANPEZERER, FOTERBRA.
2. Is the Chinese government thinking about a special procedure to include the adaptation of its

wine production standard to the future updates of international standards on wine (OIV and
Codex Alimentarius)?

TEBRAEEREEERIFREF NEEERFEELESIERESTEERRNE (EFR
AESAEBARARRMERZRZIE) HNAKEREER?
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3. Will the Chinese government start a procedure to evaluate the adaptation of its wine production
standard to the OIV Code of Oenological Practices?

TEBNEERBAEXERF, WHMiEHEEELEFESERIESEERAR (RE
SKEESL) HEERHNER?
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